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In our rapidly progressing world, we see significant
changes around us in terms of development in
essential fields such as Science, Technology,
Economics, and so forth. We as a species have
evolved and reached a stage where we are making
the best use of our surroundings to make sure we
live a comfortable life. But in doing so, we are
overlooking the impact of exploiting natural
resources on our environment. As an essential
topic of discussion for the past several years,
climate change has drawn several thousands of
people from throughout the globe to create a
sustainable living environment for all of us by
making a pollution-free world. And TEDx has
provided an opportunity for various people to share
their "ideas worth spreading" at the grassroots
level.

Such was the case where Symbiosis
Institute of Technology, a constituent of
Symbiosis
International
(Deemed)
University organized a TEDx Countdown
event named TEDxSIULavale, on 27th
November to raise awareness about the
increasing impact of climate change on
our lives and how we can work together
to help curb it. The session began at
10:05 a.m. with an introduction to TEDx
and its schedule with a video following
which Dr. Neha Divekar welcomed the
audience to 'CountDown' and explained
the ulterior motive of the event. Which is
to create a better future by cutting down
greenhouse emissions by 2030 and
aiming for zero carbon emission,
moreover accelerate a solution towards
the climate crisis with the help of
sustainable amends.
Dr. Gurudas Nulkar kicked off the session
with his talk on 'Economy, Climate
Change and Me.'. He explained the Basic
economic system, adding the points of
how much natural resources it uses and
how we're entirely dependent on it.
"Natural capital is the foundation for
Captial Income" is what he said and
explained how the economy produces the
products in demand irrespective of the
process required and its impact on the
surroundings. Further, he added points
about the government's measures to curb
climate change and our individuals'
contribution.
The CEO of Codenera, Mr. Abhishek
Rana, followed him to shed light on
environmental issues.

In the speech, he shared some of his
personal
experiences
where
he
witnessed the decline of sparrows as he
grew
up
and
explained
how
environmental changes affect our
surroundings. But what resonated the
most with the audience was when he
said how we should plant a tree for every
small achievement in ours or even a close
one's life. He told some handy tips on
individual contributions towards the
environment.
Mr. Abhir Bhalla, a young climate change
activist, shared his take on climate
change. He addressed limited knowledge
of climate change, mainly textbooks, and
associated it with a buzzword. The main
motive of his talk being Air pollution and
climate change are two sides of the same
coin, and we should curb the same. He
further
emphasized
how
the
compounding effect of time may do us
harm. Moreover, to prevent the same, we
should empower and support the youth
in this movement.
Dr. Rekha Lalla, a Specialist in Climate
Change and Sustainability, expressed her
thoughts on the prospect of a new
pandemic and how real it is. She made us
realize the importance of wildlife and the
critical element of maintaining a balance
with nature. She added some ecological
problems like lack of potable water and
clarified why we should shift to net zeroemission. The ideas of not ripping
animals of their habitat and killing them
for personal gains, and using renewable
sources of energy were presented by her.
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After a short break, Mr. Sanjeev Kanchan,
an Environment/Sustainability Research
& Advocacy Expert, delivered his take on
how important the government's role is in
climate change. He explained the
fundamental
problems
with
environmental governance and offered an
honest critique and solutions.
Dr. Bal Ram Singh delivered a great talk
on creating a sustainable lifestyle for a
better environment. The major takeaway
is that we should start with small habits
that help contribute to the environmental
cause, and this collection of patterns
turns into traditions. He explained the
importance of practising a balanced
lifestyle through a presentation and how
we have to help work with the cause as
an entire global community.

Dr. Medha Tadpatrikar delivered the final
talk, raising awareness on increasing
Plastic Pollution. She exposed how
almost 8 million metric tons of plastic
waste is in the oceans and how it
hampers aquatic life. As more and more
plastic would lead to less fish. Further,
the problems of plastic and awareness
regarding segregation and recycling
techniques were explored deeply by her.
She inspired the audience to think of the
same long-term goals and use the best of
the waste through recycling.
The event ended, and Dr. Neha Divekar
spearheaded the closing ceremony. The
entire TED and MUN Society, along with
the efforts of the University, pulled off a
great event that inspired a lot of young
minds to contribute to the environment.
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DELHI
POLLUTION
SPIKE
BY

NEHA

JOSHI

New Delhi the capital city of India is regarded as the heart of the nation. The city is
popular for its enriched culture and heritage and is home to some of the most
beautiful forts and monuments in India. However, this Diwali, the festive spirit left
the country capital with an atmosphere that did not allow the eyes to stare at those
lights widely neither the heart-healthy enough to rejoice the festival.
The people of Delhi saw a hazy sunset the next day of Diwali and its people inhaled
toxic gases instead of oxygen. According to the daily reports, the air quality of Delhi
measured 999 while the normal index is 150.
With Delhi's air quality shooting down to a hazardous level after Diwali, doctors in the
city have reported a 20% increase in the number of patients complaining of
respiratory trouble such as shortness of breath, wheezing, and incessant coughing.
To complicate matters, the prevalent air pollution levels may adversely impact
people who have recovered from Covid-19, said doctors. The drastic degradation in
the air quality is mainly attributed to stubble burning, cracker bursting, and
unfavorable climatic conditions that do not allow pollutants to disperse. Despite the
ban on crackers, the quality of air has not been seen to be increasing.
Arvind Kejriwal, CM of Delhi has made various appeals to curb the increase in air
pollution. He urged the Delhiites to not use personal vehicles for 1 day per week to
reduce vehicular pollution in the winter months. Earlier, he had also requested people
to turn off their vehicle engines at red lights and asked people to download the Green
Delhi app where they can file complaints against industry/vehicles leading to
pollution.
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Belarus Migrants: Lukashenko’s
Gangster style Abuse
-By Sarothi Adhikary

Since the summer of 2021, clusters of immigrants, mostly from the Middle East, have tried to enter the
European member states of Poland, Latvia and Lithuania via those countries' borders with Belarus. The
authorities of Belarus, along with some airlines of the Middle East, started promoting tours by increasing
the number of flights from the Middle East to Belarus. People who arrived in the country were then given
directions as to how and where to pass through the EU borders and also what to tell the guards on the other
side. Some of the migrants were also provided with wire cutters and axes to cut through the border fences,
and those who were not able to cross the border were often subjugated to assaults by the Belarusian
authorities. Poland, Lithuanian and Latvia have described this crisis as an incident of human trafficking of
migrants and have also asked the EU to intervene.

This conflict was mainly triggered by the
deterioration of the Belarus-European Union
relations following the 2020 Belarusian presidential
election, the 2020-21 protests in the country and the
Ryanair Flight 4978 incident. Belarusian President,
Alexander Lukashenko, known for tampering the
presidential elections, has also threatened to
introduce drug smugglers and armed migrants to
Europe. This Belarusian politician has been the
president of the country since 1994 and has, over the
years, freed a number of political prisoners and won
an overwhelming victory against the opposition. He
has also forced some of the members of the
opposition party into exile and has also imprisoned
some.
Latvia said in an interview that they have prevented more than 1,000 people from illegally
entering the country. “We cannot exclude that part of these (migrant) groups will move further north and
can reach the Latvian border. We're ready for it," responded Latvian Defense Minister, Artis Pabriks. The
message to Belarus is that the Latvian army movements are "not just for fun", he added. Lithuania has built
the first part of the steel wall on its border with a 3-meter-high coiled razor wire and video surveillance
equipment. In an interview to Reuters, Polish Prime Minister, Mateusz Morawiecki, said, “Poland does not
rule out the possibility of closing the borders with Belarus over the migration crisis.”
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Musk Sells Shares After Twitter Polls
By Khushi Patel
Elon Reeve Musk is an entrepreneur and business magnate. He is the founder, CEO, and chief
engineer at SpaceX; early-stage investor, CEO, and product architect of Tesla, Inc.; founder of
the Boring Company and co-founder of Neuralink and Open AI. A centibillionaire, Musk is one of
the richest people in the world.
As the co-founder and CEO of Tesla, Elon leads all product design, engineering, and global
manufacturing of the company's electric vehicles, battery products, and solar energy products.
Since the company’s inception in 2003, Tesla’s mission has been to accelerate the world’s
transition to sustainable energy.
Tesla also produces three energy storage products, the Powerwall home battery, the Powerpack
commercial-scale battery, and Megapack, which is designed for utility-scale installations. In 2016,
Tesla became the world’s first vertically-integrated sustainable energy company with the
acquisition of SolarCity, the leading provider of solar power systems in the United States, and in
2017 released Solar Roof – a beautiful and affordable energy generation product.
Elon Musk sold $6.9 billion in Tesla shares after conducting a Twitter poll a few days ago. In the
poll, almost 58 percent of the 3.5 million votes cast were in favor of him proceeding with the
sale. The 50-year-old South African billionaire sold more than 5.1 million Tesla shares, of which
about 4.2 million were held in a trust.
His massive disposal hit Tesla's share price, which slumped 15.4 percent over the week.
Tesla last month became the latest US tech giant to hit $1 trillion in market value.
Musk's selloff came days after he created a Twitter poll -- in which millions voted -- asking
whether he should sell 10 percent of his huge stake in the electric carmaker.
On Saturday, Musk tweeted: "Much is made lately of unrealized gains being a means of
tax avoidance, so I propose selling 10% of my Tesla stock. Do you support this?" In the
poll, almost 58 percent of the 3.5 million votes cast were in favor of him proceeding with the
sale.
Tesla shares had plummeted at the Wall Street opening on Monday and have fallen further
since. The stock Musk disposed of this week was sold at a significantly lower share price than he
had sold before his tweet.
Regulatory filings showed the tech entrepreneur had initiated the sale of at least some of these
shares ahead of the Twitter poll.
Musk's stock sale will be liable for capital gains tax of at least $1.4 billion.
His tweets followed a proposal by US Congressional Democrats to tax the super-wealthy more
heavily by targeting stocks, which are usually only taxed when sold.
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IPO
BY AROHI RATHOD

"Paytm app" is the first-ever digital mobile payment platform launched in 2009. Paytm's IPO was
launched on November 8th, 2021. In IPO (initial public offering), a private company lists its share on
the stock exchange, making it available to the regular public.
Paytm IPO was worth Rs. 18,300 crore, which is the largest ever in India. Paytm did the IPO at 10 am
at Bombay and the national stock exchanges. According to the public expectations and hypes by
media, the stocks for Paytm were supposed to go higher as it is a very commonly used app by
Indians. Instead, it dropped by approximately 28% on the debut itself. The common public invested a
lot in it and suffered a considerable loss. According to investment bankers, the business model of
Paytm is not sustainable, which is one of the reasons why the prices went downhill. Another reason,
as stated by experts, was that the cost of the IPO was higher than it should have been. Extremely
high prices, in turn, contributed to sizeable losses.

IPO Opening Date

Nov 8, 2021

IPO Closing Date

Nov 10, 2021

Issue Type

Book Built Issue IPO

Face Value

₹1 per equity share

IPO Price

₹2080 to ₹2150 per equity share

Market Lot

6 Shares

Min order Quantity

6 Shares

Listing At

BSE, NSE

Issue Size

[.] Eq Shares of

₹1 (aggregating up to ₹18,300.00 Cr)

Fresh Issue

[.] Eq Shares of

₹1(aggregating up to ₹8,300.00 Cr)

Offer for Sale

[.] Eq Shares of

₹1(aggregating up to ₹10,000.00 Cr)

The investors and media are still waiting for a miracle and hoping for some profit. Paytm CEO
Sharma addressed his employees and told them that "they are here for the long haul" and "until
then, they will keep their heads down and keep working". As the public faced loss in the market, the
company did not budge with the loss.
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COP26 takes strides
toward climate justice
By Muskan
COP26, the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, was a whirlwind of speeches,
debates, and policy writing. It was the first time after the Paris Agreement (COP21) that an
action plan was created to address specific issues that scientists have been imploring
policymakers to focus on.
For two weeks, 197 countries worked together to create an action plan to combat climate
change, the Glasgow Climate Pact. To head it all off, they received an electrifying address by Sir
David Attenborough, who served as a People’s Advocate. And advocate he did, in the entire
seven and a half minute speech, one statement stands out:
“This story [of climate change] is one of inequality as well as instability. Today, those
who’ve done the least to cause this problem are being the hardest hit.”
A poignant statement that allows humanity to see what the phrase ‘climate injustice’ truly
means. In a world that sees disparate recovery from the pandemic, it becomes clear that social
inequalities have a hard-hitting impact, far beyond the day to day pitfalls marginalised
communities face. Some people had the luxury of working from home and seamlessly
transitioning to the new normal observed during the pandemic, but many others had to deal
with the brunt of climate change head-on. The long-lasting damage from air pollution
exasperated the symptoms of those suffering from Covid-19, and extreme climate disasters like
flash-floods and cyclones destroyed homes, livelihoods, and entire communities.
A harder pill to swallow is the fact that, more often than not,
it is these people who have never experienced the luxuries
that lead to climate change.Reliable energy, transportation,
infrastructure and other basic necessities are fetched
fantasies for this part of society. For them, living sustainably is
not a choice; it is a consequence of the circumstances they
face, irrespective of its inconvenience.While in 2009, rich
countries had pledged $100 billion per year to poorer
countries to help them tackle climate change, they did not
deliver upon their promise. An OCED report shows rich
countries contributed under 80% of the pledged amount,
and according to an Oxfam report, much of this money has
been given in the form of loans. Not only did this make it
harder for poorer countries to tackle climate change as it
stands, but it also means that they incurred debt that will be
passed onto future generations, further deepening the
chasm of climate inequality.
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However, it is not all doom and gloom. In Sir Attenborough’s speech, he remarks:
“We’re going to have to learn, together, how to achieve this. Ensuring none are left
behind. We must use this opportunity to create a more equal world. And our
motivation should not be fear, but hope.”
Hope is a potent emotion, and it is how the delegates of highly impacted countries approached
their negotiations. These delegates inspired dialogue about loss and damage due to climate
change, alongside climate activists and youth from developing and underdeveloped nations
whose fight for climate justice was incredibly awe-inspiring.
Countries have committed to a process to agree on long-term climate finance beyond 2025.
While having dialogues on loss and damage was a significant step, in the upcoming COP27,
scheduled for 2022, there will be an even stronger push for developed countries to address this
issue with action rather than discussion.

Page 9

Continuing the theme
of hope, it is apt to
share respected Mr.
Attenborough’s parting
words:
“If by working apart,
we are a force
powerful enough to
destabilise
our
planet,
surely,
working together, we
are powerful enough
to save it.”
While keeping global average temperatures within 1.5 degrees of pre-industrial
temperatures may seem like an impossible task, small steps toward global collaboration
and cooperation are making that dream a reality sooner rather than later. Moreover, any
climate scientist would agree that each dialogue that brings humanity closer to climate
justice is also, undoubtedly, bringing us closer to saving the world.
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